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● IMLS Planning Year completed (August 2020-July 2021)
○ 3 project reports, Environmental Scan, Current Data Assessment, all available on 

DS website
○ 2 stakeholder meetings, recordings available on DS YouTube channel
○ Thank you to all of our member reps who have responded to multiple surveys and 

requests for information over the planning year!
● Bridge Year has begun (August 2021-July 2022)

○ Thank you E.C. and our bridge year funders!
○ Bridge Year = funding for continued project management and prototype 

development of DS 2.0 database
○ This is backend development; the DS 2.0 website and user interface will not 

appear until Implementation phase (beginning August 2022, hopefully with IMLS 
funding)
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Vision for DS 2.0

DS converts
Agnostic 
Transition 

Spreadsheet
DS transforms DS 2.0

Members’ structured data
DS gives



DS Ingestion process

• Accept source data in multiple formats (spreadsheets, XML, APIs?)

• Convert data to a common CSV format for OpenRefine upload

• Clean and enhance data, linking to authorities

• Ingest into DS Wikibase instance
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Sample DS 2.0 spreadsheet
Source code with sample data

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1qFWd_T7qOY7i4HWQl5xkPj18hmDjiD2GVXAmjMX6O20/edit?usp=sharing
https://gitlab.library.upenn.edu/digital-scriptorium/ds-scripts/-/tree/ds-2021-annual-meeting


DS 2.0 Wikibase Prototype

● Wikibase = open source database software, used by many different projects
● Wikidata = a WikiMedia project powered by Wikibase software
● DS 2.0 database = a DS project powered by Wikibase software
● The DS 2.0 database records may look similar to Wikidata records, but they 

are completely separate projects.
○ Wikidata and DS 2.0 are not integrated. You cannot search for DS 

2.0 records in Wikidata.
○ We will be able to link our DS MS IDs and Name authority files to 

Wikidata in the future.









Bridge Year Timeline: August 2022-July 2021
● September 2021: pre-proposal for implementation funding submitted to IMLS

● October 2021: 1000 test records in DS transition spreadsheet; development of data update 
workflow and authority management plan for MS IDs and Names

● November 2021: 1000 test records in transformation process (data harmonization, authority 
management, etc.)

● December 2021: 1000 test records in Wikibase prototype

● February 2022: invitation to submit full proposal to IMLS

● March 2022: full proposal due March 25

● May 2022: 1000 records in Beta

● June 2022: all DS legacy data in Beta (from institutions who are dependent on DS)

● July 2022: begin harvesting data from DS members with external data sources (MARC, TEI, etc.); 
notification of IMLS funding if awarded

● August 2022: Begin implementation of DS 2.0 with or without funding
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https://sdbm.library.upenn.edu/names/22004



https://sdbm.library.upenn.edu/names/22004



https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q171349 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q171349


https://w.wiki/47NZ 

https://w.wiki/47NZ


DS 2.0 Objectives 
Established at the Beinecke Library DS 2.0 Planning Meeting 

(February 2019)

● Be a member-supported National Union Catalog for all premodern manuscripts in North 
America

● Provide a low barrier to both the contribution and use of metadata and images for 
premodern manuscripts from all manuscript cultures

● Build upon a clear, adaptable, and scalable data model

● Employ linked and linkable data

● Support interoperability with other manuscript research projects at regional, national, 
and international levels

● Enable content contributors to maintain management and ownership of data while 
sharing in the continuing benefits of national collaboration
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Funded Implementation Plan
● Years 2-4: Implementation 

● Year 2: Complete beta testing, implement changes, add more test data, strengthen 
and build membership

● Year 3: 
○ Transfer data from members’ institutional catalogs
○ Assist members in creating or updating manuscript data through postdoctoral 

and graduate student fellowship program
○ Develop manuscript description training program, with possible funding from 

the NEH Preservation and Access Training Grant Program
● Year 4: 

○ Continue adding member data
○ Implement NEH-funded manuscript description training program
○ Review membership requirements and roles to support DS 2.0 beyond 

implementation



Non-Funded Implementation Plan
We believe that we could at least (thanks to Bridge Year funding): 

● Complete beta testing, implement changes, add more test data...but at a slower 
pace

● Transfer data from members’ institutional catalogs

● Assist members in creating or updating manuscript data through postdoctoral and 
graduate student fellowship program

● Develop manuscript description training program, with possible funding from the 
NEH Preservation and Access Training Grant Program

● Continue adding member data

● Implement manuscript description training program

● Review membership requirements and roles to support DS 2.0 beyond 
implementation



Post-Implementation Plans
● Continued management of DS 2.0 at a host institution with a dedicated full-time Project Manager 

supported by membership fees

● Continued growing membership

● Build education programming for best practices in manuscript description in a digital age

○ NEH Preservation and Access Training Grant

○ https://www.neh.gov/grants/preservation/preservation-and-access-education-and-training
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